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Sir: 

This paper is being filed in response to the Notice of Allowance mailed from the United 
States Patent and Trademark Office on September 9, 2005. On page 2 of the Notice of 
Allowability/Examiner's Amendment, it is stated that "The prior art of record teaches various 
hearing aids thereon, for example U.S. patent number 6,366,678." 



1)9/477,700 



-2- 



As explained in the Amendment filed on December 27, 2004 in the present application, 
the Applicants submit that U.S. Patent No. 6,366,678 to Madaffari, et al ("Madaffari") is not 
prior art against the present claims. The present application was filed on January 6, 2000, and 
claims priority to U.S. Provisional Application Serial Number 60/1 15,01 1, filed on January 7, 
1999, U.S. Provisional Application Serial Number 60/134,896, filed May 19, 1999 and U.S. 
Provisional Application Serial Number 60/157,872, filed October 6, 1999. 

The Madaffari patent issued from U.S. Application No. 09/478,389 which was filed on 
January 6, 2000, the same filing date as the present application. The Madaffari patent also claims 
priority to the same three provisional applications (filed on January 6, 1999, May 19, 1999, and 
October 6, 1999) as does the present application. Thus, Madaffari is not prior art against this 
application, since it has the same effective filing date as the present application. 
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